
COURSE OUTLINE 

1. GENERAL 

SCHOOL SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY 

DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT OF PHILOLOGY 

LEVEL UNDERGRADUATE 

COURSE CODE NEFF 525 SEMESTER OF STUDY 5th onwards 

COURSE TITLE Manuscript Book and Textual Criticism, 15
th
-19

th
 Century 

AUTONOMOUS EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

TEACHING 

HOURS PER 

WEEK 

CREDITS/E

CTS 

LECTURES 3 10 

   

COURSE TYPE 

Background, General knowledge, Scientific 

discipline, Development of Proficiencies 

Scientific discipline 

PREREQUISITIES THE SUCCESFULL FOLLOWING OF NEFF 100, NEFF 103 

AND ONE NEFF LECTURE AT LEAST 

TEACHING AND EXAM 

LANGUAGE 
Greek 

AVAILABLE TO ERASMUS 

STUDENTS 
Yes (in Greek) 

WEBSITE (URL) https://elearn.uoc.gr/  

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

The general objective of the course is to familiarize students with the historical and cultural context of 

manuscript and printed books during the early centuries of typography, the period of early modernity, and 

the Greek Enlightenment, as well as with the practices of contemporary philological editions of works 

from the older literary production.  
 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

- Understand the fundamental aspects of the history of manuscript and printed books (manuscript 

circulation, printing houses, authors, editors, readership). 

- Recognize the conditions that contributed to the transition from manuscript to print, as well as 

the reasons why manuscripts remained resilient. 

- Be familiar with the basic methodology of textual editing. 

- Engage with manuscript codices from the examined period, covering various literary genres. 

- Evaluate contemporary philological editions and identify the most significant Greek editorial 

series. 

- Develop the ability to read manuscript catalogues. 

- Utilize digital tools relevant to the field (electronic databases, digital editions, and digitized 



manuscript collections). 

- Appreciate the importance of primary research in archives and collections. 
 

BROAD KNOWLEDGE/COMPETENCIES 

General Competences 
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree‐holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma 

Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information,                             Project planning and management 

with the use of the necessary technology                                                            Respect for difference and multiculturalism 

Adapting to new situations                                                                                     Respect for the natural environment   

Decision‐making                                                                                                       Showing social, professional and ethical 

responsibility and   

Working independently                                                                                           sensitivity to gender issues 

Team work                                                                                                                Criticism and self‐criticism   

Working in an international environment                                                           Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 

Working in an interdisciplinary environment                                                      ...... 

Production of new research ideas                                                                        Others... 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information with the use of the necessary technology. 

Working independently. 

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking. 

Criticism and self-criticism. 

Oral Presentation. 

Written Papers. 

Teamwork.               

Decision-making.                                                                                                                                                                         

3. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1. General introduction to the world of manuscript and printed books: Before and 

after the invention of typography. 

2. The roles of key contributors in the production and circulation of printed 

books: The first editions of Modern Greek literary texts – Boccaccio and Thesiida. 

3. Introduction to the editing of manuscript codices and older printed texts. 

4. Engaging with manuscript books: The journey from manuscript catalogues and 

electronic databases to archives, libraries, and digital repositories. 

Exploration of digitized manuscript material across various genres. 

5. Familiarization with the manuscript book: The publication of works from the 

Cretan Renaissance, past and present. From Venetian printing houses to modern editions. 

6. Familiarization with the manuscript book: Manuscript novels prepared for the 

printing press. The first Greek translation of Le Diable boiteux (1707) by Alain-René 

Lesage. 

7. Familiarization with the manuscript book: Inside the writer’s workshop 

(Epiphanios Dimitriadis) 

8. The publishing of popular books: The unique characteristics and editorial 

challenges of the “Readings of Modern Hellenism” (Phyllada tou 

Megalexandrou, Bertoldos). 

9. Theater in the 18th century – From manuscript to print: The case of Molière’s 

comedies. 

10. Personal writings – From manuscript to print: 

Autobiographies, diaries, and correspondence. 

11. Memoirs of the Greek War of Independence (1821) – From manuscript to 

print: The case of Makriyannis’ Memoirs and recent editorial initiatives (Kasomoulis). 
 

4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS-EVALUATION 
MODE OF DELIVERY In Class 

OTHER SOURCES/ • Class notes, announcements & communication via e-

learn 



TECHNOLOGICAL AND 

COMMUNICATION SUPPORT 

• PowerPoint 

• Databases: 

http://anemi.lib.uoc.gr/. 

http://www.benaki.gr/bibliology/search_simple

.asp 

https://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr 

http://www.mountathos.org/el-gr/sylloges.aspx  

http://www.paperhistory.org/Watermark-

catalogues/. 

https://zagora-dspace.datascouting.com 

• Communication via e-mail 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

Activity Semester Workload 

Lectures 39 

Study and analysis of the 

bibliography with oral 

presentation 

60 

Students’ study hours 71 

Written essay 80 

  

Course Total 250  
STUDENT ASSESSMENT 

 

Oral Presentation 

Written essays in the end of the semester 
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