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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge on issues related to theories on Language Acquisition (LA)
2. Examine specific issues related to syntax, phonology, morphology and semantics in LA
3. Evaluate research methodological issues on LA
4. Analyze significant research results on language development
5. Describe and evaluate the differences in methodological issues on LA
6. Utilize scientific results in testing the validity of a theoretical hypothesis
BROAD KNOWLEDGE/COMPETENCIES
 Development of independent, creative and deductive thinking
 Exercising critical thinking on scientific studies and organizational skills
 Practicing self-improvement
 Working in an interdisciplinary environment with multi-cultural data
3. COURSE DESCRIPTION
Overall the course aims to provide students with practical and comprehensible information on the most
frequent methods used in language acquisition research and the issues that are associated with these
methods. The main aim is to present the rationale of the research methods on language acquisition. In
doing so, we will discuss the main approaches and tools that the research on child language has adopted
and analyze the fundamental principles of the theoretical approaches to language development. Special
emphasis will be given on the design of a method in relation to the topic under investigation. More
specifically, the course will deal with the research methods for data-collection and the approaches to dataanalysis within the frame of a theoretical perspective. Within the various approaches, we will examine the
role of external and language internal factors that may affect data-collection (e.g. biological and cognitive
factors, extra-linguistic factors; age and bilingualism etc) and the ways to determine the linguistic
conditions under investigation. We will discuss the role of baseline tasks and the statistical methods used
in the analysis of the collected data.
Moreover the course will emphasize on the comparison and evaluation of various methods (e.g.
naturalistic versus experimental methods) in relation to the research topic and the ways that previous
research on similar topics can provide supporting evidence (i.e. the distinction between primary and
secondary research).

4.

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS-EVALUATION
MODE OF DELIVERY In class lectures
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Writing Final Exam (100% of grade) testing:
- the immersion of course information
- the critical synthesis of the course information
- application of taught solutions on novel data
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