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The general aim of this course is to familiarize students with the genre of biography
in Latin literature and especially with the Lives of political leaders and emperors in
the works of Cornelius Nepos and Suetonius.

Upon successful completion of this course, the students should be able:
e to relate Nepos and Suetonius to Roman biography (dates, features, methods)
e to know essential characteristics of the biographical approach in Rome and its
development
e to comprehend the style, the literary technique, and the basic aspects of
political ideology in the works of Roman biographers

e to analyze basic grammatical and syntactical phenomena in the texts of Nepos
and Suetonius

e to translate in correct modern Greek basic excerpts of the biographical texts
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Investigation, analysis and synthesis of data and information
Promotion of free, creative and deductive thought
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Introduction to Roman biography and its main literary representatives (Nepos,
Suetonius)

Analysis of excerpts from Nepos’ Lives of illustrious men, from Suetonius’ Twelve
Caesars, and from biographical texts surviving in inscriptions (Laudatio Turiae, Res
gestae divi Augusti).
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Final written exam in modern Greek, including:

L. Questions related to the Introductory lectures

II. Questions on the language of the text (grammar,
syntax, vocabulary, and translation)

ITI. Questions of textual analysis and interpretation
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